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Welcome to the Spring 2021  
Penbode Sheep Newsletter 

 
When we relaunched the Penbode Flock Health Club at Holsworthy Golf Club 
in January 2020 discussing pre-lambing nutrition and twin lamb disease over 
a hot bowl of stew, I don’t think any of us could have predicted how the rest 
of the year would have progressed! 
 
Despite the lockdowns and restrictions, we’ve seen the Penbode Flock Club 
flourish with over 50 members across Devon and Cornwall ranging from small 
holders right through to large 1000+ ewe flocks.  
 
We’ve had one group meeting, two webinars, one podcast, countless ram 
MOTS and vasectomies, and numerous offers taken up on metabolic 
profiling, barren ewe and abortion investigations, fluke antibody testing and 
trace element testing. 
 
In this newsletter, we’ll be focusing on biosecurity and reducing disease 
during the lambing period. This includes the importance of biosecurity with 
regards to infectious abortions, and how we can help to prevent further 
cases this lambing period and into in the next season. We’ll also discuss the 
importance of colostrum (the 4 Q’s), and how it can reduce the number of 
lambs suffering from infectious diseases such as watery mouth, and ultimately 
how a good colostrum and hygiene strategy will reduce antibiotic usage on 
farm. This is a current hot topic with regards to increasing antibiotic 
resistance, Red Tractor regulations, RUMA and public perception.  
 
Furthermore, we’ll discuss nutrition of the pre-lambing ewe, and how that can 
affect colostrum quality and quantity, the weight and vigour of lambs born, 
and how that impacts on neonatal lamb health.   
 
If you need to speak to your sheep vet over the next few months or would 
like to discuss anything in the newsletter in more detail, please contact your 
usual branch. 
 
Wishing you a Successful 2021 Lambing Season! 
 

The Penbode Sheep Team 



Top Tips for lambing preparation  
and early lamb care 
 
Keeping on top of ewe health status and nutrition pre-lambing  
Managing the last four to six weeks of a ewe’s pregnancy is key to ensuring 
healthy lambs being born and a fit ewe post-lambing. Separating ewes with 
single lambs, twins and triplets allows for adequate feed to be provided to 
each group (i.e. more feed given to ewes with twins and triplets so as to 
meet their energy demands). If you are unsure of your ewe’s metabolic 
status pre-lambing, Penbode are offering a metabolic testing promotion, 
which involves blood sampling ewes four weeks before lambing. This would 
inform us of their energy and protein status, hence ensuring better 
management of deficient ewes leading up to lambing.  
 
Vaccination of ewes pre-lambing 
It is highly recommended that ewes are vaccinated with Heptavac P Plus  
or an equivalent vaccination throughout their productive life to prevent 
infectious diseases, such as pulpy kidney, tetanus, lamb dysentery and 
pasturellosis. Specifically, ewes should be given a booster vaccination four 
to six weeks pre lambing. This would provide active immunisation against 
disease for ewes, and passive immunisation for lambs via feeding of 
colostrum rich in maternal antibodies for these diseases.  
 
Lambing indoors or outdoors? 

Depending on flock size and available help 
during lambing time, you might choose to 
lamb either indoors or outdoors. If lambing 
indoors, ensure that your barn or shed of 
choice is thoroughly disinfected before 
housing ewes. Creating individual pens for 
ewes about to lamb allows for better 
organisation and monitoring of ewes and 
lambs. A “sick bay” pen should be present for 
weak lambs born and/or lambs that require 
bottle feeding. This should also be equipped 
with a heat lamp to keep weaker lambs 
warm, especially with the erratic weather of 
Spring! Lambs should have their navels 
dipped with a disinfectant (i.e. strong iodine) 
at birth to keep infectious diseases such as 
E.coli, Salmonella, joint ill and navel ill at bay.  
Navels should be redipped at 24 hour 
intervals until dry.       

contd 



Top Tips continued 
The 4 Qs of colostrum 

The colostrum intake of a lamb is one of the 
biggest determinants of the productivity of its 
life. Sufficient and accurate feeding of 
colostrum ensures the lamb receives immune 
protection via its maternal antibodies, and 
also provides energy to give the lamb a good 
start at achieving optimum growth rates. 
More commonly known as the 3Qs of 
colostrum feeding: Quality, Quantity and 
Quickly, a 4th Q has been recently 
introduced – Quietly!  

 

Quality: 

The quality of colostrum refers to the amount of immunoglobulin antibodies 
(IgG) available, which ideally should be more than or equal to 50g of IgG 
per litre of colostrum (50g/L). The quality of colostrum can be measured 
using a brix refractometer (only £15 from Amazon!), which should show a 
value of more than or equal to 22% if the quality of the colostrum is that of 
50g/L. Anything below 18% on the refractometer indicates poor quality 
colostrum content, therefore lambs should be fed with powdered or frozen 
good-quality colostrum instead. Powdered colostrum should contain 3 
grams of IgG per feed. The quality of powdered colostrums vary widely, but 
as a rule a more expensive colostrum replacement equates to a better 
product. Your sheep vet will be able to discuss colostrum replacements with 
you in more depth. 
 

Quantity/Quickly: 

Lambs should receive 50ml of colostrum per kg bodyweight at their first feed 
immediately after birth. Ideally, they should receive 100ml/kg of colostrum 
within the first 6 hours of life, and 200ml/kg of colostrum in the first 24 hours of 
life.  
 

Quietly: 

Lambs should be left to feed in a stress-free environment. When lambs are 
stressed due to over-handling, they might not receive sufficient colostrum. 
Also, the hormone cortisol is produced when lambs are stressed, which in 
turn causes immune suppression and therefore allows the lamb to become 
more susceptible to disease. 
 

If you are concerned about the health of your ewes before, during or after 
lambing then please don’t hesitate to contact your branch and a member 
of the sheep team will be able to advise you. 



Covid Safe Lambing 
 
The lambing season is already in full swing and we have had a number of 
sheep caesareans both on farm and at our lambing bays (Holsworthy, 
Stratton, Camelford and Bradworthy). Whilst the health and welfare of the 
sheep and lambs is our main priority, this year we also need to be mindful of 
our own health. It is very important that we continue to practise social 
distancing despite the challenges of lambing ewes. We are responsible for 
keeping each other safe. 
 
Restraint 
Therefore, instead of having someone physically restraining sheep like most 
of you are familiar with, we should utilise equipment where possible to 
reduce prolonged periods of close contact between personnel. This will 
enable us to maintain a safe distance from each other whilst also 
promoting the health and welfare of the sheep and lambs. 
 
Some examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
■ Gambrel retainer  ■ Adopt-a-lamb sheep harness   ■ Halter 
 
These are generally inexpensive and can be purchased from most 
agricultural stores or online. They are not only useful for lambing but are also 
a humane and easy way to restrain sheep for holding, foot trimming and 
treating throughout the year. 
 
People 
All our staff will be wearing the appropriate PPE when visiting your farms or 
when at the lambing bay and we will ensure we maintain a social distance 
when treating your sheep. It is also really important that if you are shielding, 
isolating or have tested positive for Coronavirus that you find someone else 
who can meet the vet at the farm or to bring the sheep to the practice. To 
enable us to provide essential emergency cover 24/7 we need to ensure 
we keep our vets and clients as fit and healthy as possible. 



Cost (ex VAT) FHC NON-FHC 

Include VetTech sampling, P&P, lab fees, discussion and report 
from vet. If a visit is requested, a visit charge will apply 

£35 £40 

Pre-lambing metabolic profiling offer 
Does your pre-lambing ration meet the energy and protein 
demands of the heavy in lamb ewe? 
 
Diets lacking in an adequate supply of energy and protein can lead 

to issues, such as twin lamb disease, poor udder development, lack of quality 
colostrum, poor mothering ability and disease in the neonatal lamb. Our pre-
lambing metabolic profiling test can monitor the energy and protein status in 
healthy groups of ewes in the period before lambing and can be used to identify 
issues with the ration before problems occur. These tests should be carried out 3-4 
weeks pre-lambing. As heavily pregnant sheep shouldn’t travel, this task should 
be carried out on your farm. 
Process: A VetTech visits your farm, takes blood samples from the ewes, and 
carries out a  short survey with the you. Note: The practice will contact you prior 
to the appointment to discuss the Covid safety procedures.  
 

Contact your local branch to book your pre-lambing metabolic profiling 

Costs (ex VAT) 
Inc. VetTech visit, sampling, P&P, lab fees, discussion 
and report from vet 

FHC NON-FHC 

NON-SCANNING - 10 ewes £100 £110 

SCANNING - 15 ewes (5 singles, 5 doubles, 5 triples) £135 £145 

Subsidised blood testing for enzootic 
abortion and toxoplasmosis  
Penbode Farm Vets and the MSD Animal Health FlockCheck scheme are 
offering subsidised laboratory fees to test ewes from flocks of a minimum of 
100 breeding ewes for exposure to toxoplasmosis and EAE.  
 
Six to eight blood samples will be taken from unvaccinated ewes that have 
either aborted, are barren or have produced weakly lambs. We are offering a 
‘drive thru’ service over two afternoons each month from February to June at our 
Holsworthy and Camelford branches.  
 

Camelford  Thursday 25 February from 1pm 
Holsworthy  Thursday 18 March from 1pm  
Camelford  Thursday 25 March from 1pm 

 

(April dates will be supplied in the March Farm Newsletter)  
 

Contact your local branch to pre-book your appointment. 



Abortions and Zoonotic Infections 
 

PREGNANT WOMEN OR IMMUNOCOMPROMISED INDIVIDUALS SHOULD 
NOT ENTER THE LAMBING SHED OR HAVE CONTACT WITH SHEEP 
 

Abortion Procedure Checklist 
 Isolate and permanently mark affected ewes. Have an isolation pen 

ready (bedded up, with water and feed buckets/hayrack) and 
available at a moments notice. 

 Wear gloves when handling aborted ewes, any infected bedding and 
afterbirth. Remove and burn/safely dispose of infected bedding. 
Disinfect the pen using a DEFRA approved disinfectant at appropriate 
dilution rate (eg FAM -30) 

 Collect aborted foetuses and afterbirth and “double bag” (place 
infected material in a bag, then place that bag in another securely tied 
bag). Contact your vet to arrange for an abortion investigation. 

 Reduce stocking rate in the pen to lower the risk of infection. 
 Once an abortion cause is identified, work with your vet on a 

prevention strategy for next year. This may involve vaccination of your 
breeding ewes and ewe lambs. 

 
Remember many bacteria, virus and parasites present in the lambing shed 
can cause infections in humans. These are known as zoonotic infections. 
 
These include: 
 Chlamydophila abortus (Enzootic Abortion) 
 Toxoplasma 
 Coxiella burnetii (Q fever) 
 Escherichia coli (E. coli) 
 Campylobacter jejuni 
 Salmonella dublin 
 Cryptosporidium parvum (Crypto) 
 Orf 
 

It’s always imperative to operate good hand  
hygiene before, during and after entering  
the lambing shed.  
 
Wear clean gloves when handling sheep  
or lambing, and always wash  
your hands thoroughly  
before eating! 



Flock Health Club Growth Rates 
and Losses Benchmarking 
Thank you to everyone who submitted their data to the 
growth rates and losses benchmarking report. FHC 

members will find a copy of the latest report enclosed with this newsletter.  
 
The report highlights where farms are seeing the biggest areas of losses last 
season (e.g. from scanning to lambing, or lambing to turnout), and looks 
into daily live weight gain (DLWG) from birth to weaning. 
 
Latest round of benchmarking 
We will now be asking for members to submit data for the next 
benchmarking survey based on scanning results.  
 
The benchmarking form is included with this newsletter.  
Please return the form by 15 March to your local branch or via email  
to holworthy.farm@penbodevets.co.uk with FAO Sheep Team in the subject 
line. 

FHC Webinar Exclusive: “Test, Don't 
Guess - Liver Fluke in Cattle and Sheep” 
It was great to see so many of our Flock Health Club 
members at our exclusive live Q & A session in December  

     with Matt Colston, technical vet from Elanco.  

 

The webinar posed some excellent questions regarding effective fluke 
control in an increasingly warm and wet UK climate, and gave our 
members an opportunity to ask Matt questions regarding fluke control on 
their own farms. 

APHA - ‘Thin Ewe Project’ 
 
Thank you to everyone who has submitted their ewes to 
APHA over the past few months as part of the ‘Thin Ewe 
Project’.  
 

Although the project has now ended, it is still important to look out for ewes 
that are thin without an obvious reason. These thin individuals can represent 
the ‘tip of the iceberg’ for wasting diseases within a flock such as OPA, 
Johnes, Maedi Visna and Border disease. We look forward to sharing the 
findings of the project with you later this year. 



Treatment of 
Hypocalcaemia and  
Twin Lamb Disease 
 

Hypocalcaemia and Calciject 6 
 
As I’m sure many of you are aware, 
Calciject 6 and Calciject 3 are no 
longer available on the market. 
Calciject 6 was a brilliant tool in the 
treatment of hypocalcaemic ewes 
and ewes suffering from twin lamb 
disease, in that it contained both 
calcium, magnesium and glucose as 
an all in one injection. 
 
Now this is unavailable, we will have 
to look at different treatment 
combinations. 
We most often expect to see ewes 
suffering with hypocalcaemia pre-
lambing (although it can rarely occur 
after lambing), and it can affect 
ewes in any condition. Often there is 
a history of recent movement of 
sheep (e.g. gathered for vaccination 
or housing) and a delay or a sudden 

change in feeding, hence you may 
see several ewes affected at once. 
 
Clinical signs are typical of a “milk 
fever” and can include: 
 “Wobbly” 
 Depression 
 Lying down/recumbent 
 Bloated 
 Constipated 
 Loss of consciousness 
 
It’s important to treat these cases at 
an early stage (wobbly) without 
delay with the recommended 
treatment protocol. If the ewe is 
unconscious, do not give oral 
treatment and seek veterinary 
assistance as soon as possible. 
 
Furthermore, if a ewe does not 
respond to treatment, or you are 
seeing a higher number affected 
than expected, or you need to 
discuss a particular case, please call 
your vet as soon as possible.  
 
 
 

 
It’s important to note 
that hypocalcaemia 
can lead to twin 
lamb disease, and 
vice versa, and 
listeria infection can 
present with similar 
signs, so a vet may 
need to examine 
individual sheep and 
take blood samples 
to identify the issue.   

Previously 50-80ml Calciject 6 given under skin 
(depending upon weight of ewe) 
 
Contained: 
 Calcium / Magnesium / Glucose 

Now 25-40ml Calciject 5 under skin 
(contains calcium and small amount of 
magnesium) 

+ 
5-7.5ml Magniject 9 under skin 
(contains magnesium) 

+ 
100ml Ewe-go orally 
(contains propylene glycol and glycerol 
which are precursors of glucose. Also 
contains calcium). 



Farm Cat Worming 
 
Top non-conformances registered 
during farm inspections include dog 
and cat worming not being recorded. 

 
Penbode Farm Vets are now offering Cazitel cat worming tablets for just 
£2.08 (ex VAT) each.  
 
 One tablet treats one cat up to 4kg of weight.  
 We recommend worming at least once every three months.  
 We believe most hungry farm cats will not notice it hidden in some cat 

food. 
 

Contact any branch of Penbode Vets to buy your farm cat 
worming tablets. 

Farm Dog Worming  
 

Break the tapeworm’s lifecycle by 
regularly worming all working dogs.  
 

Save £££s. Piece of mind for you.  
Protection for your dog and your flock.  
 

 Register your dog(s)# and collect three months’ worth of tablets when 
you come into the branch.  

 We will remind you when to administer the treatment.  
 FREE Penbode "PICK IT UP" poster is included with every new dog 

registered on the working dog worming scheme.  

 
~ex VAT  
*Please ensure you provide your dog’s weight when registering them  
 
#All dogs on farm (including pet dogs) should be included in the monthly worming schedule. If 
they are currently on another worming programme (including Penbode Protect4Life), please 
speak to your vet.  

Dog weight*  Cost per quarter  Worm treatment  Dosage per month 

 1-10kg  £3.33~  3 x Cazitel tablets  1 tablet per month 

 10-20kg  £6.66~  6 x Cazitel tablets  2 tablets per month 

 20-30kg  £10.00~  9 x Cazitel tablets  3 tablets per month 

 30-40kg  £13.33~  12 x Cazitel tablets  4 tablets per month 



Schmallenberg Update 
Schmallenberg Virus (SBV) has been identified 
this winter in four APHA Veterinary Investigation 
Centres (VICs) in both calves and lambs. 
 
SBV was first identified in 2011 and the disease 
subsequently spread widely throughout Europe. 
During the 2012 and 2013 lambing and calving 
seasons, and the summer of 2016, there were numerous cases of congenital 
defects in lambs and calves (head and spinal defects, joint defects) due to 
in-utero exposure to SBV in UK flocks and herds. 
 
Schmallenberg is spread by Culicoides midges and is not spread directly 
from animal to animal. Hence, it’s spread is closely linked to the numbers of 
midges, which typically peak in late summer/early autumn (August/
September) and drop sharply once frosts begin. SBV infection of the dam 
can lead to abortion, or the birth of affected live or dead young. 
 
Clinical signs of SBV infection in newborn lambs 
and calves include: 
 Fused joints 
 Bent limbs 
 Flexion of spine 
 Brain deformities (lambs may be blind, carry 

head low, or may have a deformed skull) 
 

(Pic courtesy of Wales Veterinary Science Centre) 

 
Signs may only be seen in one lamb in a multiple birth. Please stay alert for 
signs of SBV infection in your flock and herd as the 2021 lambing and 

calving season commences.  
Please contact your vet if you are concerned to discuss individual 
cases, and if testing is necessary to rule out other causes. 

Livestock prescription checks  
Thank you for your patience over the past few months when you have 
called us requesting medicines for your livestock. As you know, due to 
Covid-19, our farm vets are currently working from home. This means it may 
take slightly longer for medicines to be authorised.  
If you haven’t had a vet visit your livestock in the past six months, then we 
can’t prescribe your requested medicines. This can cause frustration and 
angst, especially if you have a sick animal which needs treatment.  

You must book a prescription check with your local branch.  
It costs only £35 (ex VAT) and there’s no visit fee.  



 

 
 
 
 

A combined energy source 
and calcium drench which we 
believe is superior to most twin 
lamb drenches which contain 

a source of energy alone  
 
 

 Twin lamb disease (low blood 
glucose) and low blood calcium 
are common problems in ewes 
before lambing. 

 
 Distinguishing between the two 

can be difficult 
 
 Ewes suffering from one problem 

are likely to be affected by the 
other to some extent 

 
 Ewe-Go contains both energy 

sources and calcium 
 
 Energy sources are glycerol and 

propylene glycol 
 
 These are converted to glucose 

by the ewe meaning all the 
energy is available to the ewe 

 
 Comes in flexi-packs so any 

drenching gun can be fitted for 
easy administration 

 
 Also contains calcium chloride 

as a source of calcium in the gut 
 
 

One litre bottles £20 (ex VAT)* 
*Cash price 

A variety of sheep 
diseases, such as 
mastitis, twin lamb 
disease, and metritis 
can rapidly lead to 

dehydration in the ewe, which 
can adversely affect the outcome 
of any treatment plan.  
 

Until now rehydration has been 
difficult. The SELEKT system, originally 
developed for use in cows, can also 
be used in small ruminants. It allows 
dehydration to be corrected in its 
early stages and provides clinical 
nutrients. Oral rehydration with the 
SELEKT Mini-Drencher and formulae is 
easy and quick. 
 
 

Selekt Mini Drencher 
 Designed to 

administer fluids 
safely to ewes 
and calves up to 
150kg 

 
Selekt Pump 
 Designed to pump large volumes 

of fluid in a short 
period of time 
easily and safely 

 Can be used with the other Selekt 
giving sets  

 

Special offer! Pre-order from 
your branch now and receive  
a FREE bucket and whisk with 

every mini drencher and pump 
set purchased!  



Using Rehydion in 
scouring lambs 
 

Lambs may scour at any age 
and for a variety of reasons.  

 

Scour can be caused by bacteria, 
viruses, parasites, nutritional issues 
and many other factors. The cause 
of scour cannot always be quickly 
diagnosed for rapid accurate 
treatment. All animals that are 
scouring will be losing fluids as well as 
vital electrolytes and therefore fluid 
therapy that addresses these 
electrolyte imbalances is an 
important part of supportive therapy. 
 
No matter the cause of the scour, 
the treatment of a scouring animal 
should aim to: 
 
● Address the cause, if possible 
● Assess and correct dehydration 
● Address acidosis/electrolyte 
imbalances 
● Maintain energy 
 
Any scouring animals that are too 
weak to stand or have lost their 
suckle reflex should be assessed by 
your vet as soon as possible as 

intravenous fluids may be necessary. 
 
It has been recognised for a number 
of years that removal of milk from 
scouring animals does not 
encourage recovery. Continued milk 
feeding allows all of the benefits of 
milk, especially it’s high energy levels, 
to be utilised by the scouring animal 
to start repairing the gut damage. 
 
Rehydion gel is designed to be fed 
with milk or if an animal is suckling, 
given directly into the mouth and the 
lamb is allowed to return to the dam, 
so minimising stress. Rehydion gel 
addresses the issues of electrolyte 
imbalances effectively whilst 
allowing recovery, repair and growth 
to continue as the lamb is still 
receiving milk. 

 
 
 
 
One bottle of Rehydion 
Gel = 160 feeds (2ml 
per feed). Feed each 
lamb 2 times a day 
until scour stops. 
 
 
 
 
 

It is important to note that the 
animals will continue to scour until 
the gut is healed, so they may 
appear clinically well, but still have 
loose faeces. 



Have you heard the news…? 
The Vetspective for Farmers podcast combines all the 
knowledge of the VetPartners group from across the 
family of farm practices, covering dairy, poultry, pigs 
and everything in between. Once a month, our expert 
vets discuss the ‘hot-topics’ of the season in a handy 30 
minute episode of lively discussion, giving you practical 
tips, sharing their insight from on-farm, labs and data, 
and ensuring you’re always one step ahead.  
 

In the most recent (January) episode, Penbode Farm Vet Sarah Phillpot is 
the special guest as they discuss biosecurity on farms and what farmers 
can do to ensure the health of their flock as lambing season approaches. 
 
Listen here https://vetpartnersgroup.com/vetspective-for-farmers/ 
 
If you missed the first few episodes you can download them from Spotify, 
Google or your usual Podcast platform 

Lambing out of hours service 
Lambing bays are currently available at four Penbode farm branches. 
(Bradworthy, Camelford, Stratton and Holsworthy). 
 
Please bring your difficult lambing cases into your nearest Penbode 
branch. Alternatively, if more convenient, we can visit you. 

Livestock Worrying 
Horrendous eye-witness accounts and images of 
sheep, cattle and wildlife worrying by dogs are rife 
these days. But what if it happens to you and your 
livestock? Do you know your rights? The NSA 
(National Sheep Association) have published 
some useful information on their website to help 
farmers and smallholders understand what they 
can and can’t do. 
 
https://www.nationalsheep.org.uk/dog-owners/
advice-for-farmers/  
Penbode Farm Vets have created some signs for 
sheep farmers to put up on their land. If you would 
like one of these, please contact your local 
branch. 

https://www.nationalsheep.org.uk/dog-owners/advice-for-farmers/
https://www.nationalsheep.org.uk/dog-owners/advice-for-farmers/


Reducing antibiotic 
use in lambs 

Please note that following Red Tractor 
guidelines, farmers are NO LONGER 
allowed to use antibiotics in lambs TO 
PREVENT watery mouth. 

 

The simplest way of reducing this antibiotic 
usage in lambs is NOT TO TREAT: 

 

Singles  
These are more likely to be stronger and 
have taken in adequate colostrum 
 

OR 
 

Until there is a clinical case of watery 
mouth.  

 

The first animals through the lambing 
environment are less likely to pick up 
disease. 
 
You may be asked by the practice to 
provide a scour or post mortem lamb to 

test if Spectam is the most appropriate 
antibiotic to be using on your farm.  
 
The single best way to eliminate watery 
mouth in lambs is to ensure that they 
receive a good amount of good quality 
colostrum. 

Colostrum 
quality can be 
measured with 
a Brix 
refractometer 
before giving. 

 
The total amount of colostrum required by 
a lamb is: 
 
50ml/kg bodyweight in the first 2 hours 
200ml/kg bodyweight in the first 24 hours 
overall. 
 
If you are interested in how these changes 
can be implemented on your farm, or how 
to reduce your antibiotic usage further, 
then please speak to a member of the 
Penbode Sheep Team. 

Watery mouth 
Watery mouth in lambs is caused by an infection with an 
E.coli bacteria.  
 
The risk is higher in lambs of low birthweight, from ewes in poor 

condition or ill health, in multiples, following difficult births and due to mis-
mothering.  The disease is difficult to treat and often fatal. It is best to work on 
trying to prevent lambs picking up the infection to start with.  
 
Lambs have no effective immune system immediately after birth and rely on 
antibodies from the ewe provided by colostrum. Each 5kg lamb needs 1 one litre 
of good quality colostrum in the first 24 hours of life. The first feed should be within 
two hours of birth. This colostrum should give the lamb all the immunity that they 
need to fight off infection and prevent watery mouth.  
 
Keeping pens clean and disinfected between each lambing will help to reduce 
the bacterial load and avoid putting pressure on the lambs immunity. Treating 
every lamb with antibiotics should only be used as a last resort. Many would not 
have required treatment at all and 50% of neonatal lamb E.coli are resistant to 
Spectam.  
 
Please speak to your vet if you have any questions about preventing or treating 

watery mouth on your farm. 



Bradworthy 01409 241241 | Camelford 01840 213277 
Holsworthy 01409 253418 | Launceston 01566 86985 

Stratton 01288 353766 

PENBODE FLOCK HEALTH CLUB  
 
Annual Membership Benefits  
Flock Health Plan and Annual Review  
 Specifically tailored for your flock by your dedicated sheep vet  
 Red Tractor compliant  
 

Two x 6 monthly Flock Prescription Checks   
Usually £31.08* each 
 Gives you an opportunity to discuss any issues you may be 

experiencing with your flock with your dedicated sheep vet.  
 Allows us to continue to prescribe veterinary products for your flock. 
  

Unlimited mob Faecal Egg Counting (FEC) 
Usually £16.70* per sample.  
 Can be used throughout the year to assess the parasite burden of 

groups of lambs or ewes. Treatment and management decisions 
can then be made using the results.  

 

Club talks and events  
 Exclusive quarterly meetings and discussions  
 

Excellent savings! 
 Members who pay by Direct Debit also receive 15% discount off 

drug sales# 
 

Annual Membership 
 Annual Membership for just £10*/month for clients  
 Alternatively membership can be purchased by a one off payment 

of £135*.  
 

Contact your usual branch to join the Penbode 
Flock Health Club or for more information on 

switching to a Direct Debit account.  
 

*Ex Vat # Terms and conditions apply  


